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Purpose Statement: The purpose of this plan is to serve as a guideline for selecting materials that will serve the 
needs of both students and classrooms while supporting curriculum and igniting a love of and passion for 
reading. The Collection Development Policy is never intended to be finite in scope; rather, it is a statement of 
principles and guidelines used by Mill Creek Elementary Media Center in its selection, acquisition, evaluation, 
and maintenance of the media center materials. The policy is continuous and will be reviewed periodically to 
meet stakeholder needs. 

Background Statement: Mill Creek Elementary serves a diverse population of approximately 600 students. 
For a full breakdown of our population at the time of writing, please see Appendix A.  

Responsibility for Collection/Development: The Osceola County School board holds the final say in library 
material acquisition. They will rely on the certified school media specialist/ librarian who will work 
collaboratively with academic coaches, teachers, and students to identify needs and develop the collection with 
approval from administration. 

Mill Creek Elementary Mission Statement: Working as a team, the parents, community and staff will 
challenge our students to become healthy, responsible, self-motivated individuals who are lifelong learners in a 
diverse society. 

Media Center Mission Statement: “The Osceola County School Librarians’ Association is committed to 
supporting literacy and instructional curriculum through school media programs in Osceola County by 
promoting collaboration among colleagues, emphasizing information literacy instruction, and 21st century 
technology skills, and sharing the love of reading with students, colleagues, and community members.” 

Osceola School District Mission: 

Mission: Inspiring all learners to reach their highest potential as responsible, productive citizens. 
Vision: The Osceola School District will work in partnership with families and the community to ensure all 
learners develop the essential knowledge and skills to strengthen our thriving community. 
 

Budget/Funding: The school media center budget (if allocated) will include funding from instructional 
material monies allocated from the state and the internal media center account subsidized by fundraisers. 
Additional funding sources may be supplemented through grant funds. 
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Collection Analysis: Fall 2024 
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Digital Collection: Fall 2024 

We have a collection of 978 eBooks available in MackinVIA. Additionally, there approximately 4,000 books 
available in the ComicsPlus database. 

 

Classroom Libraries: Fall 2024 

ALL classrooms have books accessible to students with approved classroom libraries. Through Firstbook 
Grants and Scholastic donations, we were able to add approximately 1,500 books to classrooms for student use. 
This is an improvement from where we were last school year where only thirty-nine classrooms had classroom 
libraries. [and 3,685 age-appropriate approved books] 
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Collection Development Policy All schools within a district must adhere to a common, district-wide selection 
policy that has been adopted by the Board of Education as official district policy. Mill Creek Elementary 
includes this as part of its Selection Policy.  

Primary concern is given to the curricular needs of Mill Creek Elementary students, and materials are selected 
to cover a wide range of topics and titles. Purchases are selected to reflect the school philosophy and goals of 
the library which are achieved by supporting the curriculum and maintaining materials of interest to patrons.  

By attending to these criteria, Mill Creek Elementary meets objectives as set down by Osceola school board rule 
4.22+ which states: “The primary objective of the school’s educational media center is to implement, enrich, 
and support the educational program of the school. The center shall provide a wide range of materials on all 
levels of difficulty, with diversity of appeal, and the representation of different points of view.” 

 

Evaluation Criteria The library media specialist solicits input from all stakeholders: the faculty, curriculum 
specialists, parents, and students. The final decision on acquisitions is the responsibility of the library media 
specialist. All requests will be considered after consulting various selection aids with the following in mind: 

 Support of the curriculum and educational 
goals 

 Appeal to the interests of the library media 
center patrons 

 Reading levels and content are appropriate 
for the intended audience (PK-5th grade) 

 Publication dates 
 Number of students benefitting from the 

source 

 Contribution to multicultural awareness 
 Reputation and significance of the author, 

illustrator, or publisher 
 Current availability of title/subject already in 

the collection 
 Visual appeal  
 Cost  
 Durability

 

 

Selection Aids: Selection aids include, BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO the following resources:

 School Library Journal 
 Book List 
 Book Links 

 ALA Awards Lists 
 New York Times best sellers 

 

 Jobbers- such as Rainbow Book Co., Children’s Plus, Follett, and Mackin 
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Intellectual Freedom: We stand with ALA on Intellectual freedom that, “ALA actively advocates in 
defense of the rights of library users to read, seek information, and speak freely as guaranteed by the 
First Amendment. A publicly supported library provides free and equal access to information for all 
people of that community. We enjoy this basic right in our democratic society. It is a core value of the 
library profession.” 

 
Challenged Materials: Osceola County School Board rule 4.30+ provides the procedure used to 
reconsider library materials. See Appendix B. 

 

Osceola County School Board Rule 4.22*+ addresses all instructional materials, including, but 
not limited to, textbooks, audio-visual materials, digital media, library materials, etc. See Appendix C.

 

Collection Maintenance 

Weeding/Deselection Policy: It is the library media specialist’s job to maintain a current and accurate 
library media center collection. Materials are regularly evaluated using the district weeding criteria and 
are discarded in accordance with the approved procedures. Materials are discarded if they are obsolete, 
damaged, or are no longer relevant to the curriculum and students. Additional factors to weeding 
include, but are not limited to: publication dates, accuracy of information, etc. 

 

Gifts and Donations: Gifts and donations to the school media center are accepted and encouraged. 
However, gifts will only be added to the collection after the items have been evaluated to determine if 
they meet the criteria for selection and the District’s policy for gifts and donations. Materials must be in 
excellent used condition. The donor agrees beforehand, that any items deemed unacceptable or 
unnecessary will be discarded. 

 

Special Collections: As a school designated for environmental and energy study, special consideration 
will be given to add resources to the collection that further promote and enhance student learning in the 
areas of environmental and energy studies. 
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Appendix A:  

Mill Creek Elementary School Analysis [September 2024] 
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Appendix C 
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Part B- Action Plan 

Based on the Fall 2024 Title wise Collection analysis, the areas of focus for collection development 
throughout the 2024-25 school year will be: 

 

 

 Decrease the % of aged titles by at least one percent (from 10% to 9%); there are currently 881 
aged items, accounting for 10% of the collection. 

 

 Increase the number of items in the collection by at least 100 (from 9,071 to 9,171) 
 Improve the average age of the collection by at least one year (from 2016 to 2017) 
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Part C-Selection of materials 

Budget: approximately $3,000  

Materials List: will be updated when the order is compiled and submitted for purchase. 

 

FirstBook Grant through dd’s Discount 

Timeline: monies awarded in October and must be spent by January 

Materials list: will be updated once grant funds have been distributed; no cash is exchanged, a voucher is 
issued to shop the FirstBook Marketplace 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


